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We Keep on Smiling
Everyday at Our House
Pizza at lunch
brings smiles
to Charles
Ellwood &
Joan Mudge
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Elmhurst extends a grateful
“thank you” to
our friends far
and near for
their thoughtfulness on behalf
of the staff and residents. We have enjoyed
your sweet treats - cookies and donuts,
fresh fruit, and lunch. We also deeply appreciate those who have taken the time to
make us masks to keep everyone safe.
We sincerely acknowledge the following:
Becky Gaydosh; Melissa Mansuetto; Missy
Glessner; David, Delayne, and Lori Charvat;
Rainey & Stephen Moscato; Samantha
Buch; Madison West; David & Dixie Ellwood;
Barbara Fisher; Scott & Jennifer Naum; the
Maroney family, and Molly Blazek.

CONTRIBUTIONS
Easter basket
smiles from
Shirley Milton &
Millie
Scaffidi

Elmhurst also wishes to thank for following
persons for their generous contributions to
Elmhurst: Ed & Barbara Sacco,
Ron & Patsy Becker; and Karen Grisell

IN MEMORIAM
Easter
Bunny “Hi”
with Bob &
Judy
McNabb

We gratefully acknowledge the following
contributions in memory of
Pete Newmeyer
Shirley Milton & Jeanne Hicks

Jamie’s
Corner
Jamie Crow

Executive

Dear Friends,
A very Happy Mothers’ Day
to all of our moms at
Elmhurst - residents and
staff.
Moms selflessly care for
their children’s health, wellbeing, and happiness, as
well serving as their first
teachers. I think all of the
staff at Elmhurst feel like
“moms” of a sort as we look
out for each resident, as
well as one another.
In difficult times, moms try
their best to soften the blow
of hard times for their families. I’d like to think we’re
doing that at Elmhurst, now
more than ever.
The porch and patios are
open, offering pleasant respite spaces throughout the
day and evenings. You may
want to chat from the yard
to those on the porch.
It saddens us that due to
the COVID-19 virus, we are
cancelling our July Fundraiser and Family Picnic for
2020 in order to keep our
residents safe.
- Jamie

Zooming with the entire family was a wonderful treat for
Thelma Charvat thanks to
help from Jonathan. David
Charvat did his magic show
for all!

Residents Comments about Today’s Situation
A number of residents shared their feelings about the huge
change in lifestyle as a result of the coronavirus as they reflected on other times in their lives where events caused major life upheavals. However, none of the nine residents recalled any references to the 1918 pandemic growing up.
Patty Hensel, a Pennsylvania native, considers herself fortunate” to be living at Elmhurst where the staff is conscientious
about keeping the residents safe. “I feel very protected,” she
added. Patty and her late husband moved to Wheeling in the
early 1950s. He was superintendent of the Wheeling Tunnel
construction project. The advent of WW II was a time when
Patty felt uneasy about life, fearing her father, a farmer, would
have to go to war. Although she didn’t understand what was
happening in the world, her life was not upended since her father’s job was considered essential. She recalls that her
mother would pay the local doctor with milk and eggs, something for which the doctors were pleased to receive.
Marjorie Mathieu, a retired registered nurse, recalls the
changes the war made in everyday life. Food and gasoline rationing was the order of the day and many items were no longer available in stores. There were stamps for food, she said,
noting that ladies’ nylon stockings didn’t exist. Nylon was being used to make parachutes. “Life changed overnight then,
but we never talked about it,” she recalled, noting, “Life
changed overnight here, (at Elmhurst) too.” She’s especially
missing her weekly bridge games.
“Charles Ellwood recalls the post-Depression era when work
was scarce. His father took the family from a small town to
New York where he found a rotating railroad job that allowed
for very little family time. At age 12, his father insisted he get
a paper route delivering the Long Island Daily Press, something he did on his bicycle all through high school. Ellwood
says he has entered another phase of life and that although
the virus rules have had an impact, “I am content to spend
time with myself.” He adds, that he is looking forward to
warmer weather and the ability to be outside on the Elmhurst
campus and safely chat with residents. (Read more on page 4)

April Scrapbook...Easter Treats, Ice Cream, Puzzles, Games
Hippity
Hoppity..
Easter
Bunny
Helloes
Bertha Sacco

Emily Shrut

Dr. George Naum

Paul Cisar

Ice Cream Soda?

Garnett Bush

Dot Pyle

Jerry Mulhern

Joan Boutaugh

Elsie Becker

or

Naomi Durrance

Ice Cream Sundae?

Barbara Myers

Mary Martin

Penny Mourat Naomi Hupp

Doris Flor

John Lucas

Jeanne Hicks

May Birthdays
Residents
Doris Flor

5-1

Ila Mae McConaughey

5-4

Helen Klug

5-27

Penny Mourat

5-28

Patty Hensel

5-30

Joan Maroney

5-30
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More Corona Comments...Judy and Bob McNabb, have lived at Elmhurst since last August.
She remembers her family talk about saving aluminum foil and having paper drives during
wartime. Since the quarantine, she admits to having had some “sad days” when it was
gloomy and raining outside, prohibiting her and Bob from walking in the gardens. But, she
adds, “I have Bob to talk to and am enjoying audio books. I am doing just fine.”
Ila McConaughey likens the coronavirus epidemic to the polio epidemic in the 1950s. “It
was a scary time. The kids couldn’t go swimming or to playgrounds,” she recalled. Her sister-in-law contracted polio and was placed in an iron lung for treatment. Ila worried that
she and her children would also get polio since the families had been together. She also
remembers the rationing cards and paper drives during WW II. Her attitude towards the
current health crisis is to “think positive.” She’s also looking forward to getting outside in
warm weather and says she is “blessed” to be at Elmhurst.
Maureen Comiskey was raised in Memphis where yellow fever was a constant threat to
health, annually. Currently, she says people at Elmhurst are supportive and adds it is
“good just to know you are loved and people are taking care of you.”
Millie Scaffidi and Bertha Sacco enjoy daily calls from family members. As a child, Jeanne
Hicks also never heard any discussion about the 1918 pandemic. Jean is surprised how
well she is coping because she was always “on the go.” She still telephones friends, most
of whom are only going out to go to the grocery store. “I think I have a different attitude
because I am here (at Elmhurst) where I am well taken care of,” Jeanne said.
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